Eyes on the Prize

Study Questions
COMM 131 Fall, 2019 Week 3a
Institutions and Culture:  What was the nature of the social system at the core of film?  In what way did the institution of the law provide the foundation for this social system?  How was this social system further supported by a set of cultural beliefs?   What did the film suggest when it noted how “segregation had its rules?”  How did the film depict some of the extra-legal mechanisms that had emerged in the South to enforce these rules and maintain the institutions of segregation?   What was the fundamental injustice at the core of this system?
Consent:  How did the film emphasize the role of consent in enabling the system of segregation to endure for so long?  How did segregation become naturalized in the culture and collective psyche of both Whites and Blacks?  In what way did the character of Amzie Moore, the older African American at the very beginning of the film, embody the notion of cultural hegemony that had influenced not only whites but blacks as well?  [“A man with white skin was superior because he had everything – and God seemingly intended it to be that way.”  How was this notion of cultural hegemony articulated by the older white woman Virginia Durr at the beginning of the film?  [“If you were born into a system, even a segregated and unjust one, you took it for granted. I took it for granted; nobody told you any different.”]  
Power and Counterpower:  What did the film suggest about the roots of resistance?  What was the role of the church and certain ministers as critics of segregation?  What did the film suggest about the impacts of “individual acts of resistance” against segregation?  What did the film say about the shortcomings of these individual acts of heroism?
World War II:  How did the Second World War act as a catalyst promoting an alternative vision of society for black soldiers?  Why was this event such a watershed in creating consciousness for equality and civil rights?  How did James Hicks, the editor of the Amsterdam (NY) News articulate this changing black consciousness and awareness of civil right?  [“We came back and saw the injustice and decided that we weren’t going to take it anymore.”]
Southern White Society:  When blacks, who had served in the military returned to the U.S. South, what did they confront?  Why would changing this reality of a segregated society be such a formidable task?
Brown Decision as Trigger for Collective Action:  What did the film suggest as triggers for the Civil Rights Movement?  What did Constance Baker Motley suggest when she said that “the greatest impact of the Brown Decision was on the Black Community?”  How did the decision, in turn, embolden Southern Whites?  How was this sentiment articulated by Thomas Waring, editor of the Charleston News Courier?  [“It was quite a shock for white Southerners to be told that the way they had managed their affairs for decades was no longer acceptable.”]
Emmitt Till:  How did the murder of Emmitt Till act as a trigger inspiring the Black community to challenge the system of segregation?  How did Till’s mother, Mamie Till Bradley play a critical role in publicizing the death of her son and elevating the murder to a national political story? [“I want the world to see what they did to my boy.”]  What was the role of the media, and specifically Jet magazine, as a catalytic spark in publicizing the event and transforming black consciousness [“The decision of Jet magazine to publish a photograph of Till’s had a lasting impact on an entire generation.”].  In the end, how did the individual actions of Mose Wright in the courtroom become an inspiration symbol for blacks in resisting segregation? 
Spreading the Word:  What kinds of communication networks and social ties enabled the Black Community to resist segregation?  
Role of Organizations / Leaders:  How and why did the Black Church emerge as the organizational focus of resistance against segregation?  How did the Church and other Black organizations enable a cadre of leaders to emerge who organized the energy of individuals into collective action?
Repertoires:  What were some of the tactics developed in the Civil Rights Movement to resist, and ultimately break the institution of segregation in the South?  How were they able to implement these tactics?  What kinds of networks and ties did they utilize to mobilize people?   
Federal Government vs. State’s Rights:  Much of the conflict in the Civil Rights Movement stems from the contradiction in U.S. Constitutional law between the Supremacy Clause of the Constitution (Article VI, Clause 2) stating that Federal law pre-empts state law in cases of conflicting legislation, and the Doctrine of States’ Rights (10th Amendment to the Constitution), stating that powers not delegated to the federal government nor prohibited by it, are reserved for the states.  How did this contradiction play out in the Civil Rights Movement?
